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EARLY HISTORY OF MANKIND. 

THE human race is known to consist of numerous 
nations, displaying considerable differences of ex- 
ternal form and colour, and speaking in general 
different languages. Tnis has been the case since 
the commencement of written record. It is also 

ascertained that the external peculiarities of par- 
ticdar nations do not rapidly change. There is 
rather a tendency to a persistency of type in aU 
lines of descent, insomuch that a subordinate ad- 
mixture of various type is usually obliterated in a 
few generations. Numerous as the varieties are, 
they have all been found classifiable under five 
leading ones:-1. The Caucasian; or Indo- 
European, which extends fiom India into Europe 
and Northern Africa ; 2. The Mongolian, which 
occupies Northern and Eastern Asia; 3. The 
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the vdey  of the Jordan, where it is remarkable 
that the Arab population in general have flatter 
features, darker skins, and coarser hair, than any 
other tribes of the same nation." 

The style of living is ascertained to have a 

powerful effect in modifying the human figure in 
the course of generations, and this even in its 
osseous structure. About two hundred years ago, 
anumber of people were driven by a barbarous 
policy from the counties of Antrim and Down, in 
Ireland, towards the sea-coast, where they have 
ever since been settled, but in unusually miserable 
circumstances, even for Ireland; and the con- 
sequence is, that they exhibit peculiar features of 
the most repulsive kind, projecting jaws with large 
open mouths, depressed noses, high cheek bones, 
and bow legs, together with an extremely diminu- 
tive stature. These, with an abnormal slender- 
ness of the limbs, are the outward marks of a low 
and barbarous condition all over the world; it is 
particularly seen in the Australian aborigines. 
On the other hand, the beauty of the higher ranks 
in England is veryremarkable, being, in the main, 

* Buckingham's Travels among the Arabs. This fact is the 
more valnable to the argument, as having been set down with no 
regard to any kind of hypothesis. 
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a new variety of the race who would be thus 
marked in all future time. I t  is not easy to aur- 
mise the causes which operate in producing such 
varieties. Perhaps they are simply types in na- 
ture, possible to be realized under certain appropriate 
conditions, but which conditions are such as alto- 
gether to elude notice. I might cite as examples 
of such possible types, the rise of whites amongst 
the Negroes, the occurrence of the family of black 
children in the valley of the Jordan, and the com- 
paratively frequent birth of red-haired children 
amongst not only the Mongolian and Malayan 
families, but amongst the Negroes. We are igno- 
rant of the laws of variety-production; but we 
see it going on as a principle in nature, and it is 
obviously favourable to the supposition that all the 
great families of men are of one stock. 

The tendency of the modern study of the lan- 
guages of nations is to the same point. The last 
fifty years have seen this study elevated to the 
character of a science, and the light which it 
throws upon the history of mankind is of a most 
remarkable nature. 

Following a natural analogy, philologists have 
thrown the earth’s languages into a kind of classi- 
fication : a number bearing a considerable resem- 
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blance to each other, and in general geographically 
near, are styled a group or sub-family; several 
groups, again, are associated as a family, with regard 
to more general features of resemblance. Six 
families are spoken of. 

The Indo-European family nearly coincides in 
geographical limits with those which have been 
assigned to that variety of mankind which gene- 
rally shews a fair complexion, called the Caucasian 
variety. It may be said to commence in India, 
and thence to stretch through Persia into Europe, 
the whole of which it occupies, excepting Hun- 
gary, the Basque provinces of Spain, and Finland. 
Its sub-families are the Sanskrit, or ancient lan- 
guage of India, the Persian, the Slavonic, Celtic, 
Gothic, and Pelasgian. The Slavonic includes 
the modern languages of Russia and Poland. 
Under the Gothic, are (1) the Scandinavian tongues, 
the Norske, Swedish, and Danish; and (2) the 
Teutonic, to which belong the modern German, 
the Dutch, and our own Anglo-Saxon. I give 
the name of Pelasgian to the group scattered 
along the north shores of the Mediterranean, the 
Greek and Latin, including the modifications of 
the latter under the names of Italian, Spanish, &c. 
The Celtic was from two to three thousand years 
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the eye-brow, (German, braue;) nasa, the nose; 
karu, the hand, (Gr. cheir ;) genu, the knee, (Lat. 
genu;) ped, the foot, (Lat. pes, pedis;) hrti, the 
heart ; jecur, the liver, (Lat. jecur ;) stara, a star ; 
gsla, cold, (Lat. gelu, ice ;) aghni, fire, (Lat. ignis;) 
dhara, the earth, (Lat. terra, Gaelic, t i r ;)  arrivi, 
a river ; m u ,  a ship, (Gr. naus, Lat. navis ;) ghau, 
a cow ; sarpam, a serpent. 

The inferences from these verbal coincidences 
were confirmed in a striking manner when Bopp 
and others investigated the grammatical structure 
of this family of languages. Dr. Wiseman pro- 
nounces that the great philologist just named, ‘‘ by 
a minute and sagacious analysis of the Sanskrit 
verb, compared with the conjugational system of 
the other members of this family, left no doubt of 
their intimate and positive affinity.” I t  was now 
discovered that the peculiar terminations or in- 
flections by which persons are expressed throughout 
the verbs of nearly the whole of these languages, 
have their foundations in pronouns ; the pronoun 
was simply placed at the end, and thus became an 
inflexion. ‘(By an analysis of the Sanskrit pro- 
nouns, the elements of those existing in all the 
other languages were cleared of their anomalies : 
the verb substantive, which in Latin is composed 
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The second great family is the Syro-Phanician, 
comprising the Hebrew, Syro-Chaldaic, Arabic, 
and Gheez or Abyssinian, being localized princi- 
pally in the countries to the west and south of the 
Mediterranean. Beyond them, again, is the African 
family, which, as far as research has gone, seems to 
be in like manner marked by wmmon features, 
both verbal and grammatical. The fourth is the 
Polynesian family, extending from Madagascar on 
the west through all the Indian Archipelago, be- 
sides taking in the Malayan dialect from the conti- 
nent of India, aiid comprehending Australia and 
the islands of the western portion of the Pacific. 
This family, however, bears such an affinity to 
that next to be described, that nr. Leyden and 
some others do not give it a distinct place as a 
family of languages. 

member of this confederacy, but has brought to it most important 
aid ; for, from it alone can be satisfactorily explained some of the 
conjugational endings in the other languages. For instance, the 
third person plural of the Latin, Persian, Greek, and Sanscrit 
ends in nt, nd, vri, vro, nti, or nt. Now, supposing, with most 
grammarians, that the inflexions arose from the pronouns of the 
respective persons, it is only in Celtic that we find a pronoun 
that can explain this termination ; for there, too, the same person 
ends in nt, and thus coriesponds exactly, as do the others, with 
its pronoun, hwynt, or ynf ”  
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like the discourse of the refined people of the so- 
called Celestial Empire. An attempt was made 
by the Abbe Sicard to teach the deaf and dumb 
grammatical signs ; but they persisted in restricting 
themselves to the simple signs of ideas, leaving the 
structure undetermined by any but the natural 
order of connexion. Such is exactly the condition 
of the Chinese language. 

Crossing the Pacific, we come to the last great 
family in the languages of the aboriginal Ame- 
ricans, which have all of them features in common, 
proving them to constitute a group by themselves, 
without any regard to the vcry different degrees of 
civilization which these nations had attained at the 
time of the discovery. The common resemblance 
is in the grammatical structure as well as in 
words, and the grammatical structure of this family 
is of a very peculiar and complicated kind. The 
general character in this respect has caused the 
term Polysynthetic to be applied to the American 
languages. A long many-syllabled word is used 
by the rude Algonquins and Delawares to express 
a whole sentence: for example, a woman of the 
latter nation, playing with a little dog or cat, 
would perhaps be heard saying, ‘( kuligatschis,” 
meaning, “give me your pretty little paw;” the 
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word, on examination, is found to be made up in 
this manner : K, the second personal pronoun ; uli, 
part of the word wulet, pretty ; gat, part of the word 
wichgat, signifying a leg or paw ; scJ&, conveying 
the idea of littleness. In  the same tongue, a youth 
is called pilape, a word compounded from the 
first part of pilsit, innocent, and the latter part of 
lenape, a man. Thus, it will be observed, a 
number of parts of words are taken and thrown 
together, by a process which has been happily 
termed agglutination, so as to form one word, con- 
veying a complicated idea There is also an ela- 
borate system of inflection ; in nouns, for instance, 
there is one kind of inflection to express the pre- 
sence or absence of vitality, and another to ex- 
press number. The genius of the language has 
been described as accumulative : it ‘‘ tends rather 
to add syllables or letters, making farther dis- 
tinctions in objects already before the mind, 
than to introduce new words.’” Yet it has also 
been shewn very distinctly, that these languages 
are based in words of one syllable, like those of 
the Chinese and Polynesian families; all the 
primary ideas are thus expressed : the elaborate 
system of inflection and agghtination is shewn to 

Schoolcraft. 
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be simply a farther development of the language- 
forming principle, as it may be called-or the 
Chinese system may be described as an arrestment 
of this principle at a particular early point. It 
has been fully shewn, that between the structure 
of the American and other families, sufficient 
affinities exist to make a common origin or early 
connexion extremely likely. The verbal affinities 
are also very considerable.. Humboldt says, (6 I n  
eighty-three American languages examined by 
Messrs. Barton and Vater, one hundred and 
seventy words have been found, the roots of which 
appear to be the same ; and it is easy to perceive 
that this analogy is not accidental, since it does 
not rest merely upon imitative harmony, or on 
that conformity of organs which produces almost a 
perfect identity in the first sounds articulated by 
children. Of these one hundred and seventy 
words which have this connexion, three-fifths re- 
semble the Manchou, the Tongouse, the Mongal, 
and the Samoyed ; and two-fifths, the Celtic and 
Tchoud, the Biscayan, the Coptic, and Congo 
languages. These words have been found by 
comparing the whole of the American languages 
with the whole of those of the Old World; for 
hitherto we are acquainted with no American 
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BISCAYAN. EGYPTIAN. 
Bread . . . . Ognia . . . . . Olk. 
Aroolf . . . . Otgsa . . . . . Ounsh. 
Seven . . . . Shashpi . . . . Shashf. 

Now, as there are, according to Humboldt, one 
hundred and seventy words in common between 
the languages of the new and old continents, and 
many of these are expressive of the most primitive 
ideas, there is, by Dr. Young’s calculation, over- 
powering proof of the original connexion of the 
American and other human families. 

This completes the slight outline which I have 
been able to give, of the evidence for the various 
races of men being descended from one stock. It 
cannot be considered as conclusive, and there are 
many eminent persons who deem the opposite 
idea the more probable ; but I must say that, with- 
out the least regard to any other kind of evidence, 
that which physiology and philology present seems 
to me decidedly favourable to  the idea of a single 
origin. 

Assuming that the human race is one, we are 
next called upon to inquire in what part of the 
earth it may most probably be supposed to have 
originated. One obvious mode of approximating 
to a solution of this question is to trace backward 







EARLY HISTORY OF MANKIND. 297 

consisted of many pairs, though situated at one 
place, and these may have been considerably dif- 
ferent from each other in external characters. 
And we are equally bound to admit, though this 
does not as yet seem to have occurred to any other 
speculator, that there may have been different 
lines and sources of origination, geographically 
apart, but which all resulted uniformly in the pro- 
duction of a being, one in species, although 
variously marked. 

It has of late years been a favourite notion with 
many, that the human race was at first in a highly 
civilized state, and that barbarism was a second 
condition. This idea probably took its origin in 
a wish to support certain interpretations of the 
Mosaic record, and it has never pet been pro- 
pounded by any writer who seemed to have a due 
sense of the value of science in this class of in- 
vestigations. The principal argument for it is, 
that we see many examples of nations falling away 
from civilization into barbarism, while in some 
regions of the earth, the history of which we do 
not clearly know, there are remains of works of' 
art far superior to any which the present unen- 
lightened inhabitants could have produced. I t  is 
to be readily admitted that such decadences are 
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common ; but do they necessarily prove that there 
has been anything like a regular and constant 
decline into the present state, from a state more 
generally refined? May not these be only in- 
stances of local failures and suppressions of the 
principle of civilization, where it had begun to 
take root amongst a people generally barbarous ? 
It is, at least, as legitimate to draw this inference 
from the facts which are known. But it is also 
alleged that we know of no such thing as civiliza- 
tion being ever self-originated. I t  is always seen 
to be imparted from one people to another. 
Hence, of course, we must infer that civilization 
at the first could only have been of supernatural 
origin. This argument appears to be founded on 
false premises, for civilization does sometimes rise 
in a manner clearly independent amongst a horde 
of people generally barbarous. A striking instance 
is described in the laborious work of Mr. Catlin 
on the North-American tribes. Far placed among 
those which inhabit the vast region of the north- 
west, and quite beyond the reach of any influence 
from the whites, he found a small tribe living in a 
fortified village, where they cultivated the arts of 
manufacture, realized comforts and luxuries, and 
had attained to a remarkabie refinement of man- 

. .  
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ners, insomuch as to be generally called the polite 
and friendly Mandans. They were also more 
than usually elegant in their persons, and of every 
variety of complexion between that of their com- 
patriots and a pure white. Up to the time of 
Mr. Catlin’s visit, these people had been able to 
defend themselves and their possessions against 
the roving bands which surrounded them on all 
sides; but, soon after, they were attacked by 
small-pox, which cut them all off except a small 
party, whom their enemies rushed in upon and 
destroyed to a man. What is this but a repetition 
on a small scale of phenomena with which ancient 
history familiarizes us-a nation rising in arts and 
elegances amidst barbarous neighbours, but at 

length overpowered by the rude majority, leaving 
only a Tadmor or a Luxor as a monument of itself 
to beautify the waste? What can we suppose the 
nation which built Palenque and Copan to have 
been but only a Mandan tribe, which chanced to 
have made its way farther along the path of civili- 
zation and the arts, before the barbarians broke in 
upon i t?  The flame essayed to rise in many parts 
of the earth ; but there were always considerable 
chances against it, and down it accordingly went, 
times without number; but there was always a 
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vitality in it, nevertheless, and a tendency to pro- 
gress, and at length it seems to have attained a 
strength against which the powers of barbarism 
can never more prevail. The state of our know- 
ledge of uncivilized nations is very apt to make 
us fall into error on this subject. They are gene- 
rally supposed to be all at one point in barbarism, 
which is far from being the case, for in the midst 
of every great region of uncivilized men, such as 
North America, there are nations partially refined. 
The Jolofs, Mandingoes, and Kafirs, are African 
examples, where a natural and independent origin 
for the improvement which exists is as unavoidably 
to be presumed as in the case of the Mandans. 

The most conclusive argument against the ori- 
ginal civilization of mankind is to be found in the 
fact that we do not now see civilization existing 
anywhere except in certain conditions altogether 
different from any we can suppose to have existed 
at the commencement of our race. To have civili- 
zation, it is necessary that a people should be 
numerous and closely placed; that they should 
be fixed in their habitations, and safe from violent 
external and internal disturbance ; that a consi- 
derable number of them shnuld be exempt from 
the necessity of drudging for immediate subsist- 
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predict of any newly settled country its social 
destiny. An island like Van Dieman’s land might 
fairly be expected to go on more rapidly to good 
manners and sound institutions than a wide region 
like Australia. The United States might be ex- 
pected to make no great way in civilization till 
they be fully peopled to the Pacific; and it might 
not be unreasonable to expect that, when that even 
has occurred, the greatest civilizations of that vast 
territory will be found in the peninsula of Cali- 
fornia and the narrow stripe of country beyond 
the Rocky Mountains. This, however, is a digres- 
sion. To return : it is also necessary for a civili- 
zation that at least a portion of the community 
should be placed above mean and engrossing toils. 
Man’s mind becomes subdued, like the dyer’s 
hand, to that it works in. In rude and difficult 
circumstances we unavoidably become rude, be- 
cause then only the inferior and harsher faculties 
of our nature are called into existence. When, 
on the contrary, there is leisure and abundance, 
the self-seeking and self-preserving instincts are 

allowed to rest, the gentler and more generous 
sentiments are evoked, and man becomes that 
courteous and chivalric being which he is found to 
be amongst the upper classes of almost all civilized 
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features and ungainly forms ? Why are the Mon- 
golians generally yellow, the Americans red, the 
Caucasians white? Why the 0at features of the 
Chinese, the small stature of the Laps, the soft 
round forms of the English, the lank features of 
their descendants, the Americans ? All of these 
phenomena appear, in a word, to be explicable on 
the ground of development. We have already seen 
that variom leading animal forms represent stages 
in the embryotic progress of the highest-the 
human being. Our brain goes through the various 
stages of a fish’s, a reptile’s, and a mammifer’s 
brain, and finally becomes human. There is more 
than this, for, after completing the animal trans- 
formations, it passes through the characters in 
which it appears, in the Negro, Malay, American, 
and Mongolian nations, and finally is Caucasian. 
The face partakes of these alterations. cc One of 
the earliest points in which ossification commences 
is the lower jaw. This bone is consequently 
sooner completed than the other bones of the 
head, and acquires a predominance, which, as is 
well known, it never loses in the Negro. During 
the soft pliant state of the bones of the skull, 
the oblong form which they naturally assume, 
approaches nearly the permanent shape of the 
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Americans. At birth, the flattened face, and 
broad smooth forehead of the infant, the position 
of the eyes rather towards the side of the head, 
and the widened space between, represent the 
Mongolian form; while it is only as the child 
advances to maturity, that the oval face, the 
arched forehead, and the marked features of the 
true Caucasian, become perfectly developed.”* 
T i e  leading characters, in short, of the various races 
of mankind, are simply representations of particular 
stages in the development of the highest or Caucasian 

type. The Negro exhibits permanently the imper- 
fect brain, projecting lower jaw, and slender bent 
limbs, of a Caucasian child, some considerable 
time before the period of its birth. The abori- 
ginal American represents the same child nearer 
birth. The Mongolian is an arrested infant newly 
born. And so forth. All this is as respects form ;f 
but whence colour? This might be supposed to 
have depended on climatal agencies only ; but it 
has been shewn by overpowering evidence to be 

* Lord’s Popular Physiology, explaining observations by 
M. Serres. 

t Conformably to this view, the beard, that peculiar attribute 
of maturity, is scanty in the Mongolian, and scarcely exists in 
the Americans and Negroes. 
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mankind. They are simply the result of so many 
advances and retrogressions in the developing 
power of the human mothers, these advances and 
retrogressions being, as we have formerly seen, 
the immediate effect of external conditions in 
nutrition, hardship, &c.,” and also, perhaps, to 
some extent, of the suitabIeness and unsuitableness 
of marriages, for it is found that parents too nearly 
related tend to produce offspring of the Mongolian 
type,-that is, persons who in maturity still are a 

kind of children. According to this view, the 
greater part of the human race must be considered 
as having lapsed or declined from the original 
type. In  the Caucasian or Indo-European family 
alone has the primitive organization been improved 
upon. The Mongolian, Malay, American, and 
Negro, comprehending perhaps fire-sixths of man- 
kind, are degenerate. Strange that the great plan 

* Of this we have perhaps an illustration in the peculiarities 
which distinguish the Arabs residing in the valley of the Jordan. 
They have flatter features, darker skins, and coarser hair than 
other tribes of their nation ; and we have seen one instance of a 
thoroughly Negro family being born to an ordinary couple. It 
may be presumed that the conditions of the life of these people 
tend to arrest development. We thus see how an offshoot of 
the human family migrating at ~n early period into Africa, 
might in time, from subjection to similar influences, become 
Negroes. 
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ground, or even support, for such an idea in Scrip- 
ture, while it is clearly opposed to everything else 
that we know with regard to the providential 
arrangements for the creation of our race. Here, 
as in many other cases, a little observation of 
nature might have saved mmh vain discussion. 
The real character of language itself has not been 
thoroughly understood. Language, in its most 
comprehensive sense, is the communication of 
ideas by whatever means. Ideas can be commu- 
nicated by looks, gestures, and signs of various 
other kinds, as well as by speech. The inferior 
animals possess some of those means of communi- 
cating ideas, and they have likewise a silent and 
unobservable mode of their own, the nature of 
which is a complete mystery to us, though we are 
assured of its reality by its effects. Now, as the 
inferior animals were all in being before man, 
there was language upon earth long ere the history 
of our race commenced. The only additional fact 
in the history of language, which was produced 
by our creation, was the rise of a new mode of 
expression-namely, that by sound- signs produced 
by the vocal organs. In  other words, speech was 
the only novelty in this respect attending the 
creation of the human race. No doubt it was an 
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and also come to attach to these conventional 
meanings, thus forming the elements of spoken 
language. The great difficulty which has been 
felt was to account for man going in this respect 
beyond the inferior animals. There could have 
been no such difficulty if speculators in this class 
of subjects had looked into physiology for an 
account of the superior vocal organization of man, 
and had they possessed a true science of mind to 
shew man possessing a faculty for the expression 
of ideas which is only rudimental in the lower 
animals. Another difficulty has been in the 
consideration that, if men were at first utterly 
untutored and barbarous, they could scarcely be 
in a condition to form or employ language-an 
instrument which it requires the fullest powers of 
thought to analyse and speculate upon. But this 
difficulty also vanishes upon reflection-for, in the 
first place, we are not bound to suppose the fathers 
of our race early attaining to great proficiency in 
language, and, in the second, language itself seems 
to be amongst the things least diflkult to be ac- 
quired, if we can form any judgment fiom what 
we see in children, most of whom have, by three 
years of age, while their information and judgment 
are still as nothing, mastered and familiarized 
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meetings, by their festivals and ceremonies, as 
well as by their songs and their constant inter- 
course. With the isolated villages of the desert it 
is far otherwise. They have no such meetings; 
they are compelled to traverse the wilds, often to 
a great distance from their native village. On such 
occasions, fathers and mothers, and all who can 
bear a burden, often set out for weeks at a time, and 
leave their children to the care of two or three 
infirm old people. The infant progeny, some of 
whom are beginning to lisp, while others can just 
master a whole sentence, and those still farther 
advanced, romping and playing together, the chil- 
dren of nature, through the live-long day, become 
habituated to a Zanguage of their own. The more 
voluble condescend to the less precocious, and 
thus, from this infant Babel, proceeds a dialect 
composed of a host of mongrel words and phrases, 
joined together without rule, and in the course of a 

generation the entire character of the language is 
changed.” * I have been told, that in like manner 
the children of the Manchester factory workers, 
left for a great part of the day, in large assemblages, 
under the care of perhaps a single elderly person, 

* Missionary Scenes and Labonrs in South Africa 
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and spending the time in amusements, are found 
to make a great deal of new language. I have seen 
children in other circumstances amuse themselves 
by concocting and throwing into the family circu- 
lation entirely new words; and I believe I am 
running little risk of contradiction when I say that 
there is scarcely a family, even amongst the middle 
classes of this country, who have not some peculi- 
arities of pronunciation and syntax, which have 
originated amongst themselves, it is hardly possible 
to say how. All these things being considered, 
it is easy to understand how mankind have come 
at length to possess between three and four thou- 
sand languages, all different at least as much as 
French, German, and English, though, as has 
been shewn, the traces of a common origin are 
observable in them all. 

What has been said on the question whether 
mankind were originally barbarous or civilized, 
will have prepared the reader for understanding 
how the arts and sciences, and the rudiments of 
civilization itself, took their rise amongst men. 
The only source of fallacious views on this subject 
is the so frequent observation of arts, sciences, and 
social modes, forms, and ideas, being not indi- 
genous where we see them now flourishing, but 
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flourish. If we were to limit our view to humbly 
endowed nations, or the common class of minds in 
those called civilized, we should see absolutely no 
conceivable power for the origination of new ideas 
and devices. Rut let us look at the inventive 
class of minds which stand out amongst their 
fellows-the men who, with little prompting or 
none, conceive new ideas in science, arts, morals- 
and we can be at no loss to understand how and 
whence have arisen the elements of that civilization 
which history traces from country to country 
throughout the course of centuries. See a Pascal, 
reproducing the Alexandrian’s problems at fifteen ; 
a Ferguson, making clocks from the suggestions 
of his own brain, while tending cattle on a Moray- 
shire heath; a boy Lawrence, in an inn on the 
Bath road, producing, without a master, drawings 
which the educated could not but admire ; or look 
at Solon and Confucius, devising sage laws, and 
breathing the accents of all but divine wisdoq 
for their barbarous fellow-countrymen, three thou- 
sand years ago-and the whole mystery is solved 
at once. Amongst the arrangements of Providence 
is one for the production of original, inventive, 
and aspiring minds, which, when circumstances 
are not decidedly unfavourable, strike out new 
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ideas for the benefit of their fellow-creatures, or 
put upon them a lasting impress of their own 
superior sentiments. Nations, improved by these 
means, become in turn foc i  for the diffusion of 
light over the adjacent regions of barbarism-their 
very passions helping to this end, for nothing can 
be more clear than that ambitious aggression has 
led to the civilization of many countries. Such is 
the process which seems to form the destined 
means for bringing mankind from the darkness of 
barbarism to the day of knowledge and mechanical 
and social improvement. Even the noble art of 
letters is but, as Dr. Adam Fergusson has remarked, 
“ a  natural produce of the human mind, which 
will rise spontaneously, wherever men are happily 
placed ;” original alike amongst the ancient Egyp- 
tians and the dimly monumented Toltecans of 
Yucatan. ‘‘ Banish,” says Dr. Gall, ‘‘ music, 
poetry, painting, sculpture, architecture, all the 
arts and sciences, and let your Homers, Raphaels, 
Michael Angelos, Glucks, and Canovas, be for- 
gotten, yet let men of genius of every description 
spring up, and poetry, music, painting, architecture, 
sculpture, and all the arts and sciences will again 
shine out in all their glory. Twice within the 
records of history has the human race traversed 
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the great circle of its entire destiny, and twice 
has the rudeness of barbarism been followed by a 
higher degree of refinement. It is a great mistake 
to suppose one people to have proceeded from 
another on account of their conformity of manners, 
customs, and arts. The swallow of Paris builds 
its nest like the swallow of Vienna, but does it 
thence follow that the former sprung from the 
latter ? With the same causes we have the same 
effects; with the same organization we have the 
manifestation of the same powers.” 


